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Restaurant, Country Store and More!

Now Serving Dinner! 
Fri. & Sat. Nights, 4-8pm

www.cliftonmill.com

937.767.5501

75 Water St.
Clifton, OH 45316
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Welcome to the 5th Annual

Clif ton Gorge
Music & Arts Festival
Friday, August 26th, 4–11 PM

Saturday, August 27th, 10 AM–11 PM

SPONSORED BY:

THE VILLAGE OF CLIFTON
&

SOIN MEDICAL CENTER



4



5

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve   7

Festival Entertainment Schedule    9-17

Ohio Chautauqua Returns   18-19

Festival Vendors    21-25

The Clifton Opera House    27

Clifton Opera House Schedule    28-29

Special Thanks    31

Free festival parking and restrooms  
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cedarville.edu • 1-800-CEDARVILLE

Join more than 3,700 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in a learning community 
that is intentional about academic excellence, biblical integration, and cultural engagement.

Celebrating the Arts for More Than 125 Years
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T 

his 268-acre preserve protects 
one of the most spectacular 
dolomite and limestone gorges 

in the state. Registered as a National 
Natural Landmark in 1968, Clifton 
Gorge encompasses a 2-mile stretch 
of the Little Miami State and 
National Scenic River, just east of 
John Bryan State Park.

Geologically, it is an outstanding 
example of interglacial and post-
glacial canyon cutting. At one 
point, the river funnels through a 
deep, narrow channel, which was 
apparently formed by the enlarging 

and connecting of a series of potholes 
in the resistant Silurian dolomite 
bedrock. In other sections of the 
gorge, cliff overhangs have broken 
off forming massive slump blocks 
scattered along the valley floor. 

The shaded, north-facing slopes 
provide a cool, moist environment  
for northern species including 
hemlock, red baneberry, Canada  
yew, arbor-vitae and mountain 
maple. This is one of the most 
spectacular sites in the state for 
viewing spring wildflowers including 
the rare snow trillium. 

Clifton Gorge  
State Nature Preserve
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Entertainment

Ongoing
Kids’ Activity Area
Bring home a hand-made craft or two. Earn a prize for enjoying 
yard games and other fun activities! Sponsored by Southgate 
Baptist Church.

Ice Cream Social
Come to the Shoebox Theatre located inside the old Clifton School 
Building for an ice cream social. Donations will be accepted for 
the ice cream and home made desserts. Proceeds will benefit the 
Presbyterian Community Outreach.

Clifton Gorge Display
Look for the Clifton Gorge display across from the Beer Tent for 
information on this beautiful local attraction – and while you’re 
here, enjoy a hike on the trail! Turn to p. 13 for details on Saturday 
morning’s guided hike.

• Face Painting
• Crafts and Coloring
• Reading Corner
• Lawn Bowling
• Hula Hoops

• Putting Green
• Jump Ropes
• Bean Bags
• Contests
• Much more!

Special Saturday-Only Activities
• Hula Hoop Contests every 15 minutes (10:15 AM-6:15 PM)
• Story Time on the Half Hour (10:30 AM-5:30 PM)
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Friday, August 26th
Vendors Open 4 PM

Fire House Friends 4-5 PM
This group of local emergency first responders have been singing 
together for roughly 25 years, The Fire House Friends play a variety 
of music, including gospel, southern, and country.

Beer Tent Opens 5 PM
Clifton’s Festival Beer Tent features craft brews and taster’s 
favorites, as well as a wide selection of classic brand names. The 
tent is open as long as the music is playing, so come and kick 
back with a cold one – the entertainment’s on us. Bring your ID.

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 5 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

Singer/Songwriter Contest 5-6 PM
Clifton Gorge Music & Arts Festival, along with Dungin Studios, is 
hosting its First Annual Singer Songwriter Contest! The top ten artists 
of submitted entries will perform live, with final winners chosen by 
the audience! For details on contest entry, see page 10.

Eric Jerardi 6-8 PM
Blues rocker Eric Jerardi began his musical career by winning Ohio 
University’s “Battle of the Bands” contest in 1989. Two years later, 
he was MTV’s “Best Unsigned College Band” in the Midwest. His 
debut CD, released in 1995, highlights the use of riffs and melodic 
leads which have become his signature style. Jerardi has since 
released 6 more CDs featuring his provocative, and partially 
autobiographical, blues rock compositions, and has worked with 
some of the industry’s best including Keith Urban and B.B. King.

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 8 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

Entertainment (Contd.)
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Singer/Songwriter Contest 8-9 PM
Clifton Gorge Music & Arts Festival, along with Dungin Studios, is 
hosting its First Annual Singer Songwriter Contest! The top ten artists 
of submitted entries will perform live, with final winners chosen by 
the audience! For details on contest entry, see page 10.

Todd the Fox 9-11 PM
The man Todd the Fox, best known for playing fast blues on slide 
guitar and thumping a suitcase as a drum, is high energy and 
knows how to capture an audience. What began as a one-man 
show has since grown to include Queen Victoria on mandolin, 
washboard, and drums, and the talented Alan Frazier on upright 
bass. The powerhouse trio known as Todd the Fox entertain folks 
of all ages with their unique blend of Blues, Bluegrass, and old 
fashioned Rock ’n’ Roll!

Saturday, August 27th
Read about some of the festival’s ongoing 
activities back on page 9 – and don’t forget  
to stop by!

Vendors Open 10 AM

Clifton Gorge Guided Hike 10-11:30 AM
Join State Nature Preserve staff as they hike the Narrows Trail and 
a portion of the Gorge Trail. Staff will discuss the Gorge’s historical 
importance to the area and some of the reasons for the sites 
designation as a National Natural Landmark. Meet in the parking 
lot on Jackson Street in the Village of Clifton at 10:00 am. Please 
bring water and wear comfortable walking shoes for this 1-1.5 
hour hike.

Cruise-In & Pin-Up Contest 10 AM-4 PM
Cars, trucks, or bikes – anything with wheels is welcome! Bring 
your ride or stop by for a look. Pin-up girls will be on-site, with Pin-
up contest to be held at 1 PM. For more information, see page 10.

Entertainment (Contd.)
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WEBER’S ANTIQUES
Located at 41 North Street, Clifton • 937.240.7988

Open Saturday & Sunday, 11-4, Weekdays by Chance or Appointment

“Antiques of Distinction” &
New! Handmade Reproductions
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Zane 10-11 AM
Zane is a folk artist from just down the road in Cedarville, Ohio.

Beer Tent Opens 11 AM
Clifton’s Festival Beer Tent features craft brews and taster’s 
favorites, as well as a wide selection of classic brand names. The 
tent is open as long as the music is playing, so come and kick 
back with a cold one –the entertainment’s on us. Bring your ID.

Cutting Class 11 AM-12 PM
When a barber that grew up on punk rock and 80s music meets 
a third grade school teacher from Detroit who loves country and  
Kid Rock!

Ty Cooper 12-1 PM
Singer/songwriter Ty Cooper, from Pitchin, Ohio, writes and performs 
Americana, folk, and alternate country music.

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 1-1:30 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

Kyle Elderidge & The Rhythm Rounders 1:30-3:30 PM
Bringing back long-lost musical traditions of early to mid 20th 
Century Americana and creating new, singer/songwriter Kyle 
Elderidge plays his own style of western swing, rockabilly, pop punk, 
and folk music.

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 3:30-3:45 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

91 Charlie 3:45-4:45 PM
Jamestown, OH’s Greg Smith, a combat nurse in the army, formed 
91 Charlie several years back with the goal of performing benefits 
for those in need of assistance. The band plays a combination of 
several genres including country, classic rock, and more.

Entertainment (Contd.)
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Entertainment (Contd.)
Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 4:45-5 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

Allen Long & Friends 5-6 PM
Allen Long and Friends play a variety of music including Country 
Blues & Rock.

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 6 PM
Stop by the teepee to watch a live demonstration of the unique 
art of chainsaw carving!

Singer/Songwriter Contest 6-7 PM
Clifton Gorge Music & Arts Festival, along with Dungin Studios, is 
hosting its First Annual Singer Songwriter Contest! The top ten artists 
of submitted entries will perform live, with final winners chosen by 
the audience! For details on contest entry, see page 10.

Travis Williams Band 7-9 PM
Travis Williams plays country favorites, along with original rock & 
southern music. The band was ranked in the top 15 for Dayton’s Top 
Local Bands and opened for Jerrod Neiman, Colt Ford, and more.

Soul Fire Tribe (Fire Dancers) 9-9:30 PM
Soul Fire Tribe is a fire dance performance group from Yellow 
Springs. The show is captivating and fun for all ages. Show will take 
place at the intersection of Clay St. and State Route 343.

Controversy for Breakfast 9:30-11 PM
A “bluegrass-ish,” band from Xenia, OH, Controversy for Breakfast 
plays music with a unique, aggressive, country sound. 
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L ast summer, a huge red 
and white striped tent went 
up behind the old school 

building in Clifton. Under the tent 
were rows and rows of chairs, five 
hundred in all, neatly arranged 
around a stage. The seats were close 
to full each evening for five straight 
days. The Ohio Chautauqua had 
come to town. The unique blend of 
living history performances, music, 
education, and audience discussion, 
made for a memorable experience 
for the thousands who attended. So 
much so that when it all wrapped up 
just before sundown on the 4th of 
July, it was already something that 
felt familiar, as if Clifton had been 
a regular stop on the Chautauqua 
circuit all along. 

Many remarked on the quality 
of the performances, the compelling 
stories, and the magical experience 

of traveling back in time. All were 
impressed with positive impact the 
event had on the community. Soon 
there was talk of bringing the Ohio 
Chautauqua back to Clifton and 
making it a regular bi-annual event 
(the production cycle runs for two 
years before changing theme and 
characters, so the program can be 
hosted at the most, every second 
summer). After careful deliberation, 
it was decided that the hard work 
and planning required were well 
worth it, and Clifton applied this 
spring to host again in 2017.

We are proud to announce that 
Clifton was chosen unanimously by 
the Ohio Humanities site selection 
committee, among over a dozen 
other applicants across the State! 
The other host communities chosen 
are Warren (Trumbull County), 
Burton (Geauga County), and 

Ohio Chautauqua Returns
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Milan (Erie County). The actors 
will explore this cycle’s theme, “The 
Natural World,” portraying a variety 
of historical figures, including 
Theodore Roosevelt, Marie Curie, 
Dian Fossey, Chief Cornstalk, and 
Mary Shelley. Each character weaves 
a story from the common thread of 
the over arching theme, from the 
perspective of their unique place 
and time in our history. The effect 
of this format, blending history, 
theater, and audience participation, 
is a delightful, thought provoking 
experience, whether you choose one 
particular performance or attend 
them all. The programs are free and 
open to people of all ages.

So, please consider yourself 
cordially invited to join us next 
summer to this beloved event, back 
as it were, by popular demand. 
The Village of Clifton is a historic 
treasure among many small towns 
across the Nation that inspires a sense 
of nostalgia, and reminds us that 
history is alive. Those who struggled, 
often against great odds, to make 
their mark on the world and change 
our ways of thinking and living, are 
remembered today, not only in the 
great halls of academia, but in rural 
and small-town America, on grassy 
lawns under a big top traveling tent 
show called Ohio Chautauqua.
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Vendors
VENDOR WARES

J Nickoson Photography Photography Prints & Products

PJ Cabin Art Photography Wildlife & Nature Photography, 
Custom Frames

Angela Seiter Handmade Jewelry  
& Ceramics

Mary Rife Cards, Jewelry, Face Painting

Glass Passages Handmade Glassware

Lady Di’s Doodads Garden Crafts, Painted Slate from 
Clifton School Roof

Carvaholic Chainsaw Carvings  
& Demonstrations

Walking Sticks, Brooms-n-
Canes by S-K

Brooms, Canes, &  
Walking Sticks

Charles & Nancy 
Shoopman

Wooden Boxes, Puzzles, 
Ornaments, etc.

Fred Campbell Wood Crafts & Pillow  
Case Dresses

Campbell Traders Handmade Wooden Flutes,  
Kids Toys, etc.

Growing with Joy Hand-Sewn Cloth Children’s 
Clothing and Toys

His & Hers Creations Crocheted Items, Repurposed 
Glass, etc.

Craig & Elizabeth Cox Hand-Made Items: Jewelry, 
Clothing, Pet Items, etc.

Midwest Festival of  
Fibers/Weavers Guild of 

Miami Valley

Fiber Arts – Spinning,  
Weaving, Knitting, Tatting

That’s Sew Crafty Hand-Sewn Items

Rose-A-Lee Designs Handmade Cloth Products

Cheryl Nickosen Hand-Sewn Items
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Vendors (Contd.)
VENDOR WARES

North River Alpacas Alpaca Fiber Products

Nelly Cuddles Therapeutic Animals/Bags

LuLaRue Clothing Dresses, Skirts, Shirts, Leggings

JNC Sports T-shirts, Sports Products

Usborne Books & More Children's Books

Silk Bloomers, Flowers  
& Crafts

Silk & Organic Floral 
Arrangements & Decorations

Crown Market Plants

Thirty-One Purses, Totes, Wallets, Thermals

Scentsy Fragrance Wax fragrances, Warmers, etc.

Pampered Chef Pampered Chef Products

Tupperware Tupperware Products

Kathy’s Pink Goal Breast Cancer Awareness 
Merchandise

Wayhouse Naturals Handcrafted Soaps, Balms  
& Candles; Essential Oils

TruVision Health Health & Wellness Items - Vitamins, 
Supplements, Oils

Everdry Waterproofing Waterproofing Products

Bath Fitter Custom Tub Enclosures

Chiller, LLC Ice Skating Venue Information

Carroll Halliday Ford Bounce House &  
“Ford Drive” Event

SOIN Medical center Bus, Free Water & Apples, 
Giveaways

Greene Co. Parks  
& Recreation

Mobile Nature Center

Greene County  
Public Health

Information Trailer
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Nature’s Touch Soap, LLC
Natural Handmade Soaps, Lotions and Bath Products 
Retail/Wholesale/Private Label 
Margaret and Nolan Neff, owners

www.naturestouchsoaps.com
937.554.8086

Rue Farms
RUSTIC POTATO CHIPS

Locally Grown Potatoes from Michael Farms

Non-GMO & Gluten Free

No Additives, Preservatives, or Fillers

Veteran Owned

Ohio Proud Member

Matt & Jeanne
Rue Farms

4711 Johnson Rd.
Springfield, OH 45502

Call (937) 215-1997 
or (614) 546-7091
ruefarms.com
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VENDOR FOODS

Bette Juanita Concessions Italian Sausage, Philly 
Cheesesteak, 1/2 Lb. Steak 

Burger, Chicken & Noodles, Fresh 
Squeezed Lemonade

G&G Concessions Gyros, Cheeseburgers, Fried 
Vegetables, Blooming Onions

Kona Ice Shaved Ice

La Pampa Choripan (Argentine Sub),  
Grilled Corn on the Cob

Marshall Kettle Korn Kettle Korn

New Orleans Grill Bourbon Chicken,  
Beans & Rice

Paul’s Potatoes Tx Tenderloin, Hotdogs  
& Coneys, Chicken Strips,  
Funnel Fries, French Fries

Riddles Ribs & BBQ Pulled Pork, Beef 
Brisket, Ribs, Chicken,  

Sweet Potato Pie, Cobbler

Sugar Shack Funnel Cakes, Deep-fried Treats, 
Cotton Candy

FOOD VENDORS

Vendors (Contd.)
VENDOR WARES

Gran’s Country Kitchen Homemade Baked  
Goods & Candies

Mad Sweet Heat Candied Jalapenos

Weezy’s Garlic  
Spices & More

Garlic,Herb Blends, Salts, Grinders 
& Shakers

Fents Rootbeer, Nuts  
& Sesame

Rootbeer, Nuts, &  
Sesame Party Mix
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MIAMI TOWNSHIP  
FIRE-RESCUE

Serving the residents of
Clifton, Yellow Springs & Miami Township

Volunteers Needed!
For more information, call 767-7842

or visit www.mtfr.org

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
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C 

lifton Opera house is 
a beautifully preserved 
concert hall that was 

built in 1893. Originally known as 
the town hall, it has been a venue 
for minstrel shows, medicine shows, 
school plays, church activities, style 
shows, dinners, dances, weddings, 
meetings, all variety of concerts, 
theatrical productions, and even 
basketball games. The tower was 
taken down in the 1920s and the 
building was not used for many years. 
Then, in 1978, part of the north 
wall fell in. Howard Printz, then 
President of the Clifton Historical 

Society, began raising funds to save 
the historic building. Thanks to his 
dedicated work and the generosity 
of the donors who cared so much for 
the Opera House, it is restored and 
continues to be a valuable part of 
the Clifton community. The Opera 
House is owned by the Village  
and managed with the help of  
Brian Ehlers, the Opera House 
Event Coordinator. 

See our upcoming shows listed in 
the summer/fall event schedule (pp. 
28-29). The Opera House can also be 
rented for private events. For more 
information  call (937) 342-2175.

The Clifton Opera House
5 South Clay Street, Clifton OH
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The Clifton Opera House
SUMMER & FALL SCHEDULE

For schedule changes and additional shows, visit cliftonoperahouse.com

All shows start at 7:30 PM unless otherwise noted. Suggested  
donation for most shows is $10; matinees $7.

JULY
Friday, July 1 
Switch 2 (Eclectic – Classic 
Rock & Roll to Modern Pop)

Saturday, July 2 
Dayton Letter Carriers Band 
(Big Band/Dixieland, etc.)

Friday, July 8 
Harvesters (Acoustic)

Saturday, July 9 
Grace Brothers  
(Gospel/Bluegrass)

Friday, July 15 
Ohio River Minstrels (Acoustic)

Saturday, July 16 
Ragtime Riverboat Rats

Friday, July 22 
Pinnacle Ridge (Bluegrass)

Saturday, July 23 
Hal Harris Orchestra  
(Swing/Dance)

Friday, July 29 
Buckeye Harmonica Club

Saturday, July 30 
Shakertown Stompers 
(Dixieland)

AUGUST
Friday, August 5 
Back in Time Express (Classic 
Rock, Classic Country, Gospel)

Saturday, August 6 
Dayton Letter Carriers Band 
(Big Band/Dixieland, etc.)

Friday, August 12 
Harvesters (Acoustic)

Saturday, August 13 
Riverest Trio & Friends (Swing/
Dance)

Friday, August 19 
Switch 2 (Eclectic – Classic 
Rock & Roll to Modern Pop))

Saturday, August 20 
Kettering Banjo Society

Friday& Saturday, August 26-27 
Clifton Gorge Music & Arts Fest

SEPTEMBER
Friday, September 2 
Jack Salt & the Captain’s 
Daughter (Celtic)

Saturday, September 3 
Knight Family  
(Southern Gospel) 
1 pm ($5) and 7:30 pm ($10)
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Saturday, October 22 
Hal Harris Orchestra  
(Swing/Dance)

Friday, October 28 
Alex DeLange  
(Acoustic Folk/Rock)

Saturday, October 29 
Grace Brothers  
(Bluegrass/Gospel) 

NOVEMBER
Friday, November 4 
Bob & Beth Ford (“Americana” 
1570s-1970s)

Saturday, November 5 
Sauerkraut German Band

Friday, November 11 
Glorious Day (Southern Gospel)

Saturday, November 12 
Hal Harris Orchestra  
(Swing/Dance)

Friday, November 18 
Rock Island Plow Company 
(Bluegrass)

Saturday, November 19 
Celtic Font (Irish/American Folk)

Friday, November 25 
Joe Mullins & The  
Radio Ramblers 
$15 Advance/ $18 at Door

Friday, September 9 
Willow Creek (Bluegrass)

Saturday, September 10 
Hal Harris Orchestra  
(Swing/Dance)

Friday, September 16 
Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike 
Tickets $15 (Bluegrass)

Saturday, September 17 
Ragtime Riverboat Rats

Friday, September 23 
Ohio River Minstrels (Acoustic)

Friday, September 24 
Lower London Street Band 
(Dixieland)

Friday, September 30 
Copious Notes  
(Swing/Dance/Jazz) 

OCTOBER
Saturday, October 1 
Kettering Banjo Society

Saturday, October 8 
New Harvest (Southern Gospel)

Friday, October 14 
Sugargrove (Bluegrass)

Saturday, October 15 
Riverest Trio & Friends  
(Swing/Dance)

Friday, October 21 
Matthew Ball  
(Swing/Dance)
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SPECIAL THANKS
to those who turned the idea of a vibrant  

music and arts festival into a reality.

Carroll Halliday Ford-Lincoln

Allen Long

Clifton Village Council &  
Special Projects Committee
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